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Insert 2 
 
Councillor Call In Request Details 
 
While I would like to see this building brought back into use, I do not believe this is the 
right use. 
 
This site is important to the vitality of Barnstaple Town Centre. Since the closure of the 
Post Office, local businesses have seen a dramatic reduction in footfall, as less 
shoppers pass this way. Some shops have been even forced to close or relocate. Any 
application here, particularly a change of use, should prove how the business would 
enhance vitality and viability of both Barnstaple Town Centre and the Boutport Street / 
Queen Street area. 
 
I do not believe this application would have any positive impact on the vitality and 
viability of Barnstaple Town Centre, or the surrounding area. The planning application 
gives no reason that this business would have a positive contribution to Barnstaple 
Town Centre. 
 
There are two other tanning salons in this part of Barnstaple already, both just 200m 
from the proposed site. Many gyms in the area also offer tanning services. The two 
existing salons are both smaller, with 3 beds each, and are not working at maximum 
capacity. The proposed salon would have 15 beds. The planning application gives no 
reason to think there is demand for this number of beds, or indeed any demand at all, 
given current provision in Barnstaple. 
 
It is highly likely this new salon would see the closure of two local businesses. This 
would have a net negative impact on the viability of Barnstaple Town Centre as two 
more empty shopfronts are created. 
 
The planning application states that the new business would employ just 1.5 FTE staff. 
This appears to be possible only due to a practice of operating without staff in evenings. 
This creates a public safety risk in a part of town susceptible to crime and antisocial 
behaviour.  
 
The two existing salons hire 6 staff between them and provide space for two self 
employed professionals. If the new salon led to the closure of the local salons, it could 
lead to the loss of over 6 jobs. 
 
I object to this planning application on the following grounds: 
• A net negative impact on the vitality and viability of Barnstaple Town Centre.  
• No business or planning case for how a new salon would benefit the area. No 

mention of NDTLP or NPPF in application. 
• A potential loss of local jobs. 
• A public safety risk in unstaffed premises close to Barnstaple’s night-time scene. 


